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Gather all those who wish to know 

about the rights and wrongs of prose; 

of how to write in song and script; 

and use the rules you’ve often skipped. 

I’ll speak of words that are misused 

and teach you how they are abused. 

And by the end I hope you’ll know 

enough to make your papers flow. 

Now this might seem against all sense 

to teach such tools within such tense, 

but rules are dumb and not much fun 

and rhymes are cool when they’re well spun. 
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I seek to teach all those who try 

in school and life to just pass by, 

and right the wrongs you often make, 

and point out your most made mistakes. 

Now let’s begin with how to use 

the words that we most often choose 

and turn out wrong and make us fail; 

that give us F’s and turn us pale. 

 

Sometimes you say or write, “imply”, 

but you are wrong although you try. 

“My words imply that she is mean 

because she said she will not clean.” 

What you instead “infer” from her 

is that she’s mean since she won’t stir. 

And, “I infer from what she said,” 

is how you use this word instead. 

When you “imply” it’s often you 

who others say says something true. 
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When you “infer”, you are the one 

who hears others and claims a pun. 

 

Now “then” and “than” are often mixed. 

I know adults who need this fixed. 

They say, “I am smarter then her,” 

but this is wrong, you can infer. 

Because “then” moves time, space, and plot, 

while “than” compares, contrasts what’s not. 

“I am smarter than all of those….”, 

is how to use “than” in your prose. 

“I went to Kate’s and then to Ken’s,” 

is how you say you saw your friends, 

because you moved and don’t compare. 

The worth of friends you do not care. 

 

Now that your mind has been prepared 

it’s time for words that often scare 

like “lay” and “lie” and how they’re used, 

and now learn why they are confused. 
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Now both are verbs and both are right; 

when used correct they should not fright. 

To “lay” is to put something down. 

To “lie” is when you’re on the ground. 

“The boy will lay it on the floor,” 

and “I lie down nearby the door.” 

But “I lay down in bed to rest,” 

and “I laid down my failing test.” 

 

So try all those and you will see 

which one is right out of those three. 

Speaking of which, which do you guess? 

“Between”, “among”, which sounds the best? 

“I choose between the two of you.” 

 “I pick among the six I view.” 

“Between” is when there’s only two. 

“Among” you use when more than few. 

“Between these groups,” if you mean two. 

If plural, but two, then still it’s true. 

And leave “amongst”. It doesn’t flow 
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unless Britain you choose to go. 

 

Another one we often mix: 

“Affect,” “effect,” which one to pick? 

Now, “I affect how you all learn.” 

Is that right or cause for concern? 

That line is right and this is why: 

because “affect” is when you try 

to do the act that makes the change, 

and makes “effects” from your exchange. 

“I felt effects from your knife.” 

This is correct cause you’re in strife. 

The “knife” “affects” and you receive 

“effects” that pain and badly grieve. 

 

That was a stretch but made my point. 

I’m trying not to disappoint. 

Admit it’s not as bad as school 

with lazy lines and boring rules. 

Compose yourself; you’re almost there. 
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Perhaps I’ll list some simple snares 

to ease your mind and give you break; 

to help your mind again awake. 

“Its there’s,” is wrong “It’s theirs” is true, 

and “your” you own, and “you’re” is you. 

And don’t use “ain’t” in any case 

cause “ain’t” “ain’t” right in any place. 

 

Now that’s enough so let’s move on. 

There’s more to do before I’m gone, 

like “who” and “whom” and when they’re used 

and why they both are so confused. 

Know: “who” is “he” and “whom” is “him” 

and take a line and make it slim. 

Like, “Don’t you wish that we could find 

out who shot John and made him blind?” 

So lose the words before the “who” 

and answer like you have a clue. 

Like: “He shot John and made him die?” 

The “he” to “who” you here apply. 
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Now, “John’s the one whom I despise.” 

You read this line and then revise. 

“I despise him,” not “He I hate.” 

And so it’s “whom” without debate. 

The same for when you add “ever” 

Like, “Whoever said that never….” 

“He said never…” and that is right. 

“Whomever you pick, we will like.” 

So, “We like him,” is what should seem 

the correct choice within this scheme. 

“Whomever you chose, we will kill,” 

“We will kill him,” is right, though ill. 

 

Geez, this is long and drawing on. 

Although my goal that you won’t yawn 

I think has worked so far indeed. 

If you’re still here then you still read. 

I must admit that this is hard. 

It’s left my mind and heart both scarred. 
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It’s fun for you but pain for me 

but through these rhymes I hope you’ll see. 

So what of “me” and “I” to do? 

What rules to know to make these true? 

Well, “I” it does and “me” allows. 

Of how it’s done, I’ll show you now. 

 

“I” first person, pronoun subject 

while “me” receives what you inflect. 

So “I” can do and “me” can act 

from prepositions. This is fact. 

“I wish to go to sleep today,” 

is the sentence that you should say. 

And, “Me cannot think what to do,” 

is not a line you should construe. 

Like “who” and “whom” you can replace 

with one question within its space. 

Like, “He asked Bob and I to go,” 

make, “He asked I to go,” to show. 
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Now that line’s wrong, and “me” is right. 

That, “He asked me,” instead you cite. 

The same goes for with “we” and “us”. 

Replace them when you need success. 

So say, “Between just you and I,” 

you take the “I” and “us” apply. 

“Between just us,” does that sound good? 

Or “we” seem right and understood? 

If “us” sounds right, then that you use. 

What word sounds right is what you choose. 

So, “He asked me how it begins,” 

replace the “me” to see which wins. 

 

Now there is also “neither nor”, 

the rules of which can be a bore. 

“Neither I nor Chris understands,” 

is the right line although it’s bland. 

But note the verb and how it’s used; 

how it’s not plural. Don’t be confused. 

The word that’s by the verb the most 
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that is the tense that you should host. 

“Neither I nor them can decide,” 

look to the “them” to be your guide, 

and since it’s plural you know the way: 

the verb after is plural today. 

 

And what of tense? What should be said? 

When you have two to write instead. 

Know, “She and Chris went to the store.” 

And, “She and them, they all ignore.” 

 “He comes to fight and write for us.” 

“They come because they know they must.” 

You see my point of how this goes? 

A few more lines I will compose. 

“I do these rhymes because I must, 

although my heart and head will bust. 

Next time a game or something bland. 

Such epic verse I cannot stand.” 

 

Go back to “me” for just a bit. 
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“Me” or “myself” how to commit? 

The rule of thumb is pretty good: 

When you use “I”, “myself” you should. 

So, “I myself cannot believe,” 

is the right line you should perceive. 

And, “He returned the book to me,” 

is what is right, now do you see? 

“I went myself before the court.” 

“Myself” you here want to resort. 

And, “They killed me after this verse,” 

is how you should write and converse. 

 

We’re almost done so don’t complain. 

A few more rules are left to name. 

“Fewer” “less than”, which way to go? 

Which way to make your words most flow? 

If you can count then use “fewer”. 

Like, “I have five fewer than her.” 

But if unknown and cannot view, 

then use “less than” for all you do. 
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Say, “I have less money than them,” 

Or, “I’m less glad, you see, than when 

I hadn’t done these stupid rhymes 

that seem no less than the worst crimes.” 

 

I think that you should know as well 

“subjunctive” tense and how to tell 

when you should use this form and why; 

of where and when you should apply. 

When in a mood or are unsure, 

instead of “was” you should use “were”. 

Like, “I wish that these rhymes were done,” 

because you wish for other fun. 

“If I was you,” is incorrect. 

Instead it’s “were”, you can’t object 

because you think and do not state 

facts that you cannot debate. 

 

Now I could end right here and now 

or keep going and teaching how 
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you use the rules I’ve taught so far 

to make your words seem less bizarre. 

Like “lie” and “lay”, remember those? 

I taught you how to use in prose. 

“Lying” “laying” we should speak of. 

I left these out before above. 

“I am lying within the jail,” 

 is what to use so not to fail. 

And, “I’m laying down to rest,” 

This is the act that sounds the best. 

 

And what of “lain” and “laid” to do? 

You thought it done, but we’re not through. 

“My friend has lain for many hours,” 

and, “I have laid down the flowers.” 

Use “lain” for “lie” and “laid” for “lay”. 

This is the rule you must obey. 

Say, “I have lain in bed to rest,” 

and, “I laid down my grammar test.” 

Get it? Got it? It’s not that bad. 
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There’s two more left so don’t be mad. 

I’m proud you’ve gone so long this long. 

You’re almost there so please stay strong! 

 

Superlatives are also mixed, 

but I’ll show how to get them fixed. 

Unique, perfect, the best, divine, 

are all the words you can’t malign. 

So, “He’s the most unique of us,” 

is not a line that you should trust, 

because unique, it is the most; 

it is the best that you can boast. 

You either are or aren’t best; 

just know this for speech and tests. 

“It is unique unlike the rest.” 

Now there’s a line I can digest! 

 

So finally we come at last 

to one I think is most harassed. 

“Hopefully I think we are done.”  
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Now there’s a line that you should shun. 

Cause “hopefully” is when with “hope”. 

We’re almost done so do not mope. 

“I really hope this is the end.” 

Now there’s a line you can defend. 

Just know with “hope” you wish for good. 

This is often misunderstood. 

And so I hope that now you see 

all of these rules I do decree. 

 

So now all you who gathered here 

have nothing left to learn or fear. 

I chose eighteen and this is why 

cause these are ones to get you by. 

Eighteen seemed right for you adults, 

and now my rhymes you can consult 

in case you wish to write or speak 

just look to my rhyming technique. 

But just to make myself most clear, 

please let me end with you still here. 
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And list some rules that I did break 

to make these rhymes keep you awake. 

 

Like “and” and “but” I did begin 

certain lines, which some say is sin. 

Do not do that unless you must. 

This is one rule that you should trust. 

Some rhymes I stretched and other’s made, 

and lots of rules and words I played. 

But that’s poems and epic verse 

so please praise me and do not curse! 

I still feel like I do deserve 

some praise, some rest, for all my nerve. 

So with this said, let me be done 

before my words you truly shun. 

 

Thank all of you for coming by 

and hearing what I said and why. 

I do believe Shakespeare would say, 

“Oh, what a great rhyming display!” 
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I hope you had great fun like I, 

now that I wish you all good-bye. 

Farewell my friends and take this verse 

and use it to write and converse. 

And as for me, my job now done, 

new works I soon will have begun. 

But no more verse for learning words. 

I leave such laws to fellow nerds. 
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